The letters of Lt W M Armstrong, XRH, 1914-1917.

William Maurice Armstrong, usually called Pat, was born on 20 August 1889, the
first child of a “settler’ family in Ireland. He had three younger sisters. He was well
connected as his mother was a Maude, a niece and a cousin of two Generals.

After education at Eton and Sandhurst he was gazetted to the 10" (Prince of
Wales’s Own Royal) Hussars on 22 February 1910. His regiment was in India"at
the time and later in South Africa. Some letters in this collection reflect these earlier
stations.

He left Potchefstroom for England on 9 October 1913 for leave and was promoted
to Lieutenant on 2 January 1914. In April 1914 he attended the Cavalry School at
Netheravon.

At the outbreak of war he was still in UK and was taken on as an unpaid junior
ADC to Brigadier General de Lisle (the only infantry man to captain his team, the
Durham Light Infantry, to win the inter-services polo cup in India, to the acute
embarrassment of the cavalry regiments).

Pat Armstrong was appointed ADC in October when de Lisle was promoted from
commander of a Cavalry Brigade to command a Cavalry Division.

He followed de Lisle to 29 Infantry Division at Gallipoli in mid 1915, to Egypt for
a two months in early 1916, and back to France in time for the Somme. By this time
Pat Armstrong had done other jobs, as a Staff Captain and GSO3. On 5 July 1916
he was appointed Brigade Major of 86 Brigade still in 29 Division.

In February-March 1917 he attended the Junior Staff Course at Hedsin.

He was a prodigious letter writer, or had too much idle time for he appears to have
written almost daily to his mother, with other letters to his father and younger
sisters. Indeed on one day in July 1915 at Gallipoli, he managed to write four letters
to his mother, each posted separately.




XRH, ADC to Maj General

(Left to right) Lt Pat Armstrong
deLisle, Lt Col Sally Home, Chief of Staff, l1CavDiv and

Capt Hardress Lloyd, ADC to Maj General deLisle. Photograph
taken by Frederic Coleman, driver for 1CavDiv, early 1915.




Some letters from Lt William Maurice (Pat) Armstrong MC (1889-1917)
10™ (Price of Wales Own Royal) Hussars. |
At the outbreak of war he was in England, on leave, after attending a course at the
Cavalry School, Netheravon. His Regiment was in South Africa. He was taken
- onto the staff of BrigGeneral de Lisle, commander of the 2™ Cavalry Brigade, and
followed de Lisle to 1¥ Cavalry Division in October 1914 and to 29" Division at
Gallipoli in June 1915.




POSTAL STATIONARY USED BY BRITISH OFFICERS
IN FRANCE DURING WWI.

Field Service Post Card with a printed 1d postage.
This was the early pattern prepared for use before free postage was granted at the end
of August 1914. This example used from Army Post Office 32, attached to 2™ Cavalry
Brigade, 11 September 1914, was using up the stock.

Standard British Letter Card written by the same officer on 17 December 1914, hand
carried to London and posted there two days later. The censorship mark, type 1, No.6
was allocated to HQ, 2 Cavalry Brigade.

The writer of these two items was Lt WM Armstrong, 10" Hussars, junior ADC to
BrGeneral H deB deLisle, commander 2™ Cavalry Brigade from August 1914, and he
followed him to1* Cavalry Division 12 October 1914, 29" Division at Helles from June
1915, to IX Corps at Suvla for a week in August 1915 and then back to 29" Division.




POSTAL STATIONARY USED BY BRITISH OFFICERS
IN FRANCE DURING WWL

Another type of Letter Card, this without a maker’s name.

Wiritten 6 January 1915.
All pages used.

Censor 1317

sent in an official bag

to London

Written 30 January 1915.




A four-page letter to his mother dated 17 October written during
the Battle of Messines, 12 October to 2 November 1914
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Censor mark 1/171
initialled WMA XRH,
London Official Paid,
190CT 14, and War Office
cachet show that this letter
was carried back to UK by
an official messenger.

- Some of his letters
- acknowledge receipt of
letters from home which
were also carried by official
messengers.
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The Battle of Frezenberg Ridge
took place between 8 and 13 May
1915, part of the Battles of Ypres
in the Spring of 1915.

These two letters describe the
reactions of a junior officer of one
of the cavalry regiments engaged
to the loss of colleagues while he
was serving as an ADC in another
Cavalry Division.
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Maj General de Lisle has left for the Dardanelles and Pat Armstrong, his junior
with to do for a week, before also going east.
et ‘.;_- m,—,—__. =

A six-page letter. On the first
page he mentions serious
casualties in the Division from
gas. His General has been
ordered to the Dardanelles to
take command of 29 Division.

Armstrong is unsure of his
future and wonders whether
he will return to his regiment.

Meanwhile he becomes a
tourist.
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Lt Armstrong reached the Gallipoli Peninsula at the end of June 1915
and rejoined deLisle as his junior ADC. Most of his letters from
Helles and Suvla are missing but the covers show that he was able to
write home most days and indeed on 4 July he was able to write four
letters to his mother, adding a note on the back of the last ... 4™ sent

& - today, let me know if they all come together.” His mother endorsed
the covers with the dates of arrival - all four on 12 July.
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This letter was written on board SS Minneapolis

en route to Alexandria. He was writing to his father
and described his part in the final evacuation from
Helles in the early hours of 9 January 1916.




The 29 Division reached Egypt in January 1916 and in early March, after a
spell on the Canal Defences, they received orders for France. On 2 April
1916 they went into the line, in VIII Corps, 4" Army, at Beaumont Hamel.

This signal, dated 1 July 1916, addressed to 86 Brigade, confirms the
appointment of WMA as Brigade Major to that Brigade. He sent it to his
mother, from Divisional HQ, on 3 July.

Note that he is now a temporary Captain, but his official promotion to that
rank was not gazetted until 2 June 1917, but with effect from 7 May 1917.




POSTAL STATIONARY USED BY BRITISH OFFICERS
IN FRANCE DURING WWI

Two examples of a plain folded letter sheet.
Lt Armstrong used these after 29" Division returned to France
after service at Gallipoli and briefly on the Suez Canal defences.
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Written 6 August 1916 to his youngest sister and posted next day

Written 13 August 1916 to his mother and posted next day.
Both of these were marked with the type 4 censor 2813, which was allocated to
HQ 86 Brigade, and they were posted at FPO 107 which served that Brigade
during a period of swapping FPO datestamps as part of security measures.

A copy of one of these letter sheets opened out is overleaf
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1 September 1916, from FPO 108, CM4/2813
This letter describes his first experience of
flying, which he enjoyed, but he would not
transfer to RFC as one wouldn 't have a horse.
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23 March 1917: This was Pat Armstrong’s last letter.
A young colleague Lt Layard, “The Boy”, was missing
in no-man’s-land and Pat Armstrong had been out
searching for him for several nights, taking grave risks.
A sniper shot him not long after this brief letter was
written.
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THE TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 1917,

FALLEN OFFICERS. a
“"THE TIMES” LIST OF
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Per Gillon "29 Division" pp120-121:
"On the 23rd May the 29th sustained a serious loss by the death of the Brigade-Major of the 86th

Brigade, Captain "Pat" (ie W.M.) Armstrong of the 10th Hussars. He had been on the divisional
staff since the early days of the Gallipoli campaign, and had made his mark on many occasions.
His friend Lt Layard of the Borders was missing as the result of the abortive attack’, and Pat had
been searching No-Man's-Land for several nights and taking grave risks, until a sniper laid him
low. He was universally mourned by every one who knew him, from the general commanding
downwards. He had an attractive appearance, was handsome and well built, and had a breezy
way with him. A Corporal hit off one secret of the hold he had over others by the remark: Pat

was the bonniest officer of them all."




